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History Experience 

Answer Key to Handout 5C 
 

Source 1: Susanna Dickinson 
I – An 
interview, 
almost 40 
years after the 
Alamo 

N – Susanna 
Dickinson, the 
wife of a 
Texian 
lieutenant. 

S – She is 
aympathetic to 
the Texians and 
Crockett. 

P – Unknown. It is 
probably for 
historians of the 
time. 

E – She saw Crockett 
dead by the church 
door within the Alamo. 
She remembered 
Crockett’s “peculiar 
cap.” 

C – It is authentic. 
Not much else is 
known. 

T – She saw Crockett 
“mutilated” and among 
“heaps of dead,” so it is 
possible that it was 
someone else. 

Source 2: Sergeant Felix Nuñez 
I – An 
interview 
published in a 
newspaper, 
245 years after 
the battle. 

N – Sergeant 
Felix Nuñez, 
who fought 
with General 
Santa Anna. 

S – Unknown. 
He might be 
more 
sympathetic to 
Santa Anna. 

P – George Noel, a 
historian, wanted to 
research the Alamo 
and asked Sergeant 
Nuñez. The 
newspaper editor 
wrote this for his 
readers. 

E – Nuñez says that 
Crockett’s dead body 
was just inside the 
Alamo walls. 

C – The newspaper 
editor said that 
Nuñez gave this 
information to Noel, 
but not mush id 
known about Noel. 
Noel never published 
his research, either. 

T – Look up more 
information about 
George Noel. Also, are 
there any other sources 
that back up what 
Nuñez said? 

Source 3: George M. Dolson 
I – A letter 
that was 
published in a 
newspaper, a 
couple of 
months after 
the Alamo. 

N – George M. 
Dolson was a 
Texian officer 

S – As a Texian, 
he probably has 
bias against 
Santa Anna. He 
calls Santa 
Anna “the 
monster.”  

P – He wrote this 
letter to his brother. 
It seems he just 
wanted to share 
what happened to 
Crockett, who was 
famous. 

E – The source shows 
that Crockett was 
executed. 

C – It does not 
appear that anyone 
thinks this letter is 
not authentic. Need 
more information 
about what experts 
think. 

T – It would be helpful 
to look up what 
historians say about 
Dolson’s letter’s 
reliability. 

Source 4: Ramon Martinez Caro 
I – Caro’s 
written record, 
published by 
historian 
Carlos E. 
Castañeda in 
1928, almost 
100 years after 
the Alamo. 

N – Ramon 
Martinez Caro 
was General 
Santa Anna’s 
secretary. 

S – Unknown. 
He might be 
more 
sympathetic to 
Santa Anna. 

P – His job was to 
keep records of 
Santa Anna’s 
activities and 
decisions. 

E – The source helps 
prove that men were 
executed after the 
battle. But he does not 
say that Crockett was 
one of them. 

C – It does not 
appear that anyone 
thinks this letter is 
not authentic. Carlos 
E. Castañeda relied 
on it. 

T – The other sources 
here do not contradict 
this source. Need more 
research into how well 
known Crockett was to 
the Mexicans. It would 
be odd if Caro knew of 
Crockett but did not 
mention his name. 
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