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Constitutional Rights Foundation seeks to instill in our nation's
youth a deeper understanding of citizenship through values
expressed in our Constitution and its Bill of Rights and to educate
young people to become active and responsible participants in our
society. CRF is dedicated to assuring our country's future by
investing in our youth today.

Our Mission
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Constitutional Rights Foundation
Chair of the Board of Directors and
President’s Message

I
n 2012 Constitutional Rights Foundation celebrated
its milestone 50th anniversary — 50 years of helping
young people become informed and engaged par-

ticipants in their communities, states, and nation. In
2012, CRF continued to expand its regional and
national reach, as well as its impact. CRF served
increasing numbers of young people, teachers, schools,
and families in Los Angeles and throughout California
and the nation. All of CRF’s innovative programs,
materials, and online resources are grounded in expe-
riential learning and research-based proven practices
of civic education. With increased web presence, CRF
is both ahead of the curve in the field and an organi-
zation with a national dimension.

With new support from the S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Founda-
tion as well as the original Annenberg Foundation’s
grant, CRF greatly increased the reach of its innovative
Civic Action Project (CAP). An online curriculum and
practical toolkit, CAP makes civic engagement a lab for
U.S. government classes. Students learn how policy
affects the issues they care about and then take action —
civic action — to create change in those same issues. In
2012, CAP expanded its reach to 800 teachers in over 40
states, reaching approximately 60,000 students. We are
pursuing additional funding so CAP can be scaled nation-
wide, making civic engagement an integral part of more
and more students’ high-school learning.

We continued to add to our online resources in addi-
tion to CAP. With funding from the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office and the Motion Picture Association of
America, we offer teachers and students nationwide access
to our Educating About Intellectual Property web site,
which provides an ever-increasing library of multimedia
case studies and lessons on copyright, trademarks, and
patents. In this program, a collaboration with Street Law,
Inc., students explore IP issues ranging from music
mashups, product logos, and even patented life-forms.

CRF staff created and deployed a digital third grade
curriculum called MyTown. The CD-ROM-based program
contains full-color, original illustrations, Flash anima-
tion, and interactive games and activities. Its standards-
based curriculum promotes research-based classroom
practices, helps students develop critical thinking, and
also integrates English-language arts instruction into the
social studies.

With 117 schools participating, this was a record-set-
ting year for CRF’s Mock Trial program in Los Angeles
County. Annually, our state-wide competition involves
over 8,000 students from over 35 California counties.

In 2012, Expanding Horizons Internships was able
to place 94 deserving young people in law firms, busi-
nesses, non-profits, and government offices, and to
help them gain skills from informative seminars con-
ducted by CRF’s talented staff. CRF works with
employer-partners to provide paid internships for these
high school students who come from underserved
backgrounds. These students, in turn, gain civic knowl-
edge, valuable professional skills, new perspectives on
their futures, guidance about higher education, and
real-world work experience.

Deliberating in a Democracy in the Americas connected
U.S. teachers and students to their peers in four countries
in Latin America. Through an exciting deliberative dis-
cussion methodology, all participants explore the ways in
which their democracies are both different and similar.

The success stories of our alumni, who have par-
ticipated in Mock Trial, Expanding Horizons Intern-
ships, and our many other programs, are the best
testimony to the effectiveness of our work. As part of
our 50th anniversary, we collected alumni stories and
are sharing them on our web site.

Through Mock Trial, Courtroom to Classroom, and
Appellate Court Experience, CRF gave Los Angeles 
students a firsthand look at the legal profession, the
courts, and constitutional issues.

CRF’s law-related programs would not be possible
without the thousands of hours that volunteer attor-
neys and judges give us so generously every year. We
are indebted and deeply grateful for their continuing
involvement with the young people we serve.

In 2012, here in California and across the nation,
young people have experienced the impact of our inno-
vative programs that enrich their lives and, in turn,
enrich our democracy.

This year also marked another change. CRF Presi-
dent, Jonathan Estrin, announced his intended depar-
ture and the Board appointed a transition committee to
conduct a search for the next president to lead CRF into
the future.

Michael A. Lawson
Chair

Jonathan Estrin
President
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Constitutional Rights Foundation is a non-profit, non-partisan educational organization dedicated to helping our nation’s
young people understand their rights and responsibilities as members of our democracy and helping them become well-
informed, engaged, and active citizens. Established in 1962, CRF is guided by a dedicated board of directors drawn from the
worlds of law, business, government, education, and the media. 

CRF’s professional staff includes teachers and educators, lawyers, writers and editors, and youth development special-
ists. Volunteers also provide vital support for many CRF programs and activities and serve as adult role models for youth-
ful participants. To accomplish its goals and objectives, CRF applies its resources in the following areas:

What Is Constitutional Rights Foundation?

Civic Action Project. In 2012, CRF continued to expand CAP,
an innovative program that provides a dynamic civic educa-
tion experience for students, helping them explore public pol-
icy and government beyond the four walls of the classroom.
Through CAP, students choose an issue that matters to them
and address the issue by taking “civic actions,” interacting with
policy makers and community members as they initiate
change. The program features a 14-lesson curriculum linked
to state standards, teacher professional development and sup-
port, and teacher and student project planning tools. Through
the CAP web site, students from around the nation blog about
their chosen issues and interact with each other on the dis-
cussion board. During 20112, the number of teachers registered
on the CAP site more than doubled, with overhas increased to
450 800 teachers in 3543 states. Among new CAP features, CRF
developed and presented professional development webinars,
established a multimedia contest for CAP students, and cre-
ated a video to help students connect their issues to public
polic and launched its first pilot of the CAP Youth Board. The
CAP Youth Board consists of CAP alumni who have success-
fully completed their projects and act as peer-coaches to cur-
rent CAP students via the CAP web site.y. Evaluation data of
the field test and early implementation phases demonstrated
high levels of teacher satisfaction and improved student civic
competencies and capacities as a result of the program.

Mock Trial. The Mock Trial program is designed to help Cal-
ifornia students learn about our judicial system. Each year
since 1978, CRF has developed and distributed a new Mock
Trial case and has administered the statewide Mock Trial
competition. CRF began the local competition in Los Angeles
County in 1980. School districts in 36 California counties par-
ticipated in the 2012 California State Mock Trial competition,
involving more than 8,000 students and 3,000 judge, lawyer,
and teacher volunteers.

Expanding Horizons Internships. This CRF program places
qualified urban students in law firms, businesses, government
offices, and non-profit organizations. It empowers young peo-
ple to serve as school and community leaders while they gain
valuable paid work experience and college preparation. Since
1995, more than 1,560 students have participated in the pro-
gram. In 2012, the program placed 96 local students in Los
Angeles-area offices.

Professional Development for Teachers. CRF offers teacher
professional development in Southern California and through-
out the nation. In 2012, CRF provided programs and sessions
on history, law and government, and civic participation. For
example, our collaborative Teaching American History (TAH)
projects provided teachers in northern and southern California
school districts with U.S. history resources designed to sup-
port classroom instruction. TAH projects feature CRF’s U.S. his-
tory materials and scholars connected to local universities,
colleges, and museums.

Project L.E.A.D. CRF has established this law-related educa-
tion program in partnership with the Los Angeles County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office to teach children that the choices they
make today can affect their lives forever. The 20-week cur-
riculum focuses on the social and legal consequences of juve-
nile crimes, such as truancy and illicit drug use, and includes
lessons about conflict resolution, tolerance, and respect for
diversity. The culminating mock trial gives students a hands-
on experience of America’s criminal justice system.

Publications. CRF’s data-collection instruments estimate that
CRF materials and publications reach nearly 2.4 million stu-
dents annually. CRF’s signature newsletter, Bill of Rights in
Action, reached over 40,000 educators with four new issues to
help teachers and students with content-rich, standards-based
curriculum on U.S. history, world history, U.S. government,
and current issues. The themes for 2012 included A New Order,
Facing Crisis, Health-Care Reform, and Origins.
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In 2012, CRF’s web sites attracted more than 1 million unique
visitors to buy materials from our publications catalog, access
CRF programs, and download free online lesson plans and class-
room materials. Educators access the CRF Blog daily for news and
updates on vital constitutional issues, education policy, civic edu-
cation, curriculum, and a variety of social studies topics.

Educating About Intellectual Property. With funding from
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, CRF has partnered since
2011 with Street Law, Inc., to develop exciting new web
resources on intellectual property. In 2012, CRF developed new
lessons with additional funding from the International Trade-
mark Association. The web site has high-interest materials for
teachers, librarians, media specialists, and students, including
interactive online case studies on patents, trademarks, and
copyright. The site also offers polls, webcasts, classroom les-
sons, webinars on fair use in the classroom, and links to cur-
rent issues of intellectual property.

Educating About Immigration. Building on the success of its
publication Current Issues in Immigration, CRF developed this
teacher-friendly set of lessons and web resources to spark stu-
dents’ knowledge and interest about this crucial topic. Designed
for accessibility in the classroom and home, the web site provides
lessons, information, and a place for everyone to share their per-
sonal immigration story. In 2012, CRF updated the Educating
About Immigration web site for teachers with new polls, ongoing
featured news about immigration policies, and a newly revised
interactive lesson on the important Supreme Court case, Arizona
v. United States. Constructive lessons on current issues are a hall-
mark of Educating About Immigration web site.

Judges, Courts, and the Law. Since 2010, CRF has partnered
with the Judicial Council of California to create Judges, Courts,
and the Law, a web site providing a rich set of resources to
extend civics-based learning about the third branch of govern-
ment to more and more classrooms. The 2012 First Amendment
Cartoon Contest received over 1,010 entries from elementary,
middle, and high school students across the nation. The site
also features Courts in the Classroom, a lively, animated fea-
ture geared toward students and teachers alike.

Lawyer in the Classroom. Two CRF programs provide stu-
dents throughout Los Angeles County with a deeper under-
standing of the judicial system and its processes by connecting
them with members of the legal community.

•  Courtroom to Classroom brought judge and attorney teams to
middle or high school classrooms where they engaged stu-
dents with materials designed to support U.S. history and
government courses. 

•  The Appellate Court Experience provided students with an
opportunity to observe oral arguments in a criminal appeal,
meet with presiding justices at the California State Court of
Appeal, and engage in classroom activities.

Deliberating in a Democracy in the Americas. Since 2005,
the Deliberating in a Democracy program has fostered the
teaching of democratic principles with hundreds of teachers
and thousands of students around the world. In 2012, the
newest program, Deliberating in a Democracy in the Americas
(DDA), provided professional development to teachers in Cal-
ifornia and other U.S. states as well as teachers in Mexico,
Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. The program partnered teachers
and students in facilitated interactions that increase knowledge
about democratic principles and civic competencies.

Educating for Democracy: The California Campaign for
the Civic Mission of Schools. In 2012, CRF continued this
civic-education collaboration with the Center for Civic Educa-
tion and the Alliance for Representative Democracy. The
campaign co-sponsored a student and teacher conference and
online student and teacher activities to celebrate Constitution
Day, supported legislative and public policy initiatives to sup-
port civics and social studies in the public school curriculum,
and continued its public outreach efforts by making presenta-
tions and maintaining a Campaign web site. The Campaign
continues to seek the support of education, business, law,
veteran, labor, parent, and service groups around the state to
improve the quality of civic education in California.

California Three Rs Project. CRF has long been a partner in
this project to educate California’s teachers about fostering
rights, responsibility, and respect in teaching about religion and
the First Amendment in our public schools. In 2012, CRF
became the project’s lead organization to develop curriculum
on First Amendment issues, offer teacher-training, and provide
vital information for the general public.

In 2012, CRF’s 19 staff members were able to plan, develop,
and deliver new and ongoing materials and programs, guided
by a 73-member board of directors and underwritten by an
approximately $2.8 million budget.

crf-usa.org
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Constitutional Rights Foundation 

Statement of Unrestricted Activities

For the Year Ending December 31, 2012

Revenues

GRANTS
Government 319,451
Private 406,171

CONTRIBUTIONS
General Contributions 136,316
Events (net of expenses) 959,818
Donated Goods & Services 265,667

INVESTMENT INCOME/(LOSS) 458,624
MATERIAL SALES 70,324
PROGRAM FEES 325,862
OTHER SOURCES 164,485

$ 3,106,720

Expenses

PROGRAM SERVICES
Law and Government 1,041,474
Civic Participation 536,115
Publications 555,330

ADMINISTRATION 575,842
FUND RAISING 315,057

$ 3,023,818

The above has been audited. A complete audited financial statement is available upon request.
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Michael A. Lawson, Chair
Skadden Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP (Retired)

Joseph A. Calabrese, Immediate Past Chair
O'Melveny & Myers LLP

Joel A. Feuer, Vice Chair
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 

Sharon J. Matsumoto, Vice Chair
Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office

Hon. Haley J. Fromholz, Secretary
JAMS

Robert S. Stern, Chief Financial Officer
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Constitutional Rights Foundation 2012 Board of Directors

Directors
James M. Aquilina
Stroz Friedberg

E. Jane Arnault-Factor, Ph.D.
JurEcon, Inc.

Robert C. Aronoff
Robert C. Aronoff, a Professional Corporation

Kim N. A. Boras
Latham & Watkins LLP

Alan N. Braverman
The Walt Disney Company

Joanne E. Caruso
Baker Hostetler LLP

Brett R. Chapman
Herbalife Ltd.

Malissia R. Clinton
The Aerospace Corporation

Joseph F. Coyne, Jr.
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP

Vincent J. Davitt
Murphy Rosen & Meylan LLP

David DiMeglio
Jones Day

Hon. Raymond C. Fisher
U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals

Alan V. Friedman
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Jeffrey Gearhart 
Walmart US

Greg Gelfan
Fox Filmed Entertainment/

Fox Entertainment Group

Margaret H. Gillespie
Littler Mendelson P.C.

Jonathan M. Gordon
Alston + Bird LLP

Kent B. Goss
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Robert A. Greenfield
Stutman, Treister & Glatt 

Amy M. Hawkes
Ernst & Young LLP

Marshall P. Horowitz
Snell & Wilmer L.L.P.

Linda S. Husar 
Reed Smith L.L.P.

T. Warren Jackson
DIRECTV, LLC

Roberto J. Kampfner
White & Case, LLP

Louis E. Kempinsky
Peitzman, Weg & Kempinsky LLP

Richard S. Kolodny
The Portfolio Group Inc.

Randall R. Lee
WilmerHale LLP

Scott Lichtig
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP

Hon. Louis M. Meisinger
Los Angeles Superior Court

Susan C. Miller 
Avery Dennison Corporation 

William K. Mills
Parker Shumaker Mills LLP

Peter I. Ostroff
Sidley Austin LLP

Christopher H. Paskach
KPMG LLP

Gregory N. Pimstone
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP

Howard M. Privette
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker, LLP

Fred R. Puglisi
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP

Christopher P. Reynolds
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.

Lisa M. Rockwell
Union Bank, N.A.

Patrick G. Rogan
RoganLehrman LLP

Alan I. Rothenberg
1st Century Bank

Thomas A. Ryan
McDermott Will & Emory

Robert A. Sacks
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Peggy Saferstein
Private Education Consultant

Henry Shields, Jr.
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 

K. Eugene Shutler
Businessman/Attorney

David M. Smith
Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP

W. Davis Smith
Sempra Energy

Darry A. Sragow
DNR Denton

Hon. Marjorie S. Steinberg
Los Angeles Superior Court

Gregory P. Stone
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Russell C. Swartz
Southern California Edison Company

Douglas A. Thompson
Bryan Cave LLP

Lois D. Thompson
Proskauer Rose LLP

Gail Migdal Title
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

John D. Vandevelde
Crowell & Moring LLP

Kathleen MacFarlane Waters
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Todd Clark
Executive Director Emeritus

Officers and Executive Committee

Nestor Barrero
NBCUniversal

Corii D. Berg
Sony Pictures Television

Leroy Bobbitt
Bobbitt & Roberts

Louis P. Eatman, 
Proskauer Rose LLP

John S. Gibson
Winston & Strawn LLP

Laurence J. Hutt
Arnold & Porter LLP

Hon. John A. Kronstadt
U.S. District Court

Walter R. Lancaster
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

L. Rachel Lerman
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
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Bette Bardeen, Esq.
Ronald S. Beard, Esq.
Hon. William J. Bogaard
Robert E. Carlson, Esq.
Gerald L. Chaleff, Esq.
Todd Clark
Jerome L. Coben, Esq.
Louis L. Colen
Knox M. Cologne III, Esq.
John F. Cooke
Philip J. Fagan Jr., M.D.
Justice Ronald M. George
Bruce L. Gitelson
Stephen N. Goldberg

Hon. Terry Hatter, Jr.
Robert Henigson
Roderick Hills, Esq.
Jane H. Jelenko
Allan K. Jonas
Joseph L. Keller
David D. Laufer, Esq.
Leslie E. LoBaugh
Lloyd C. Loomis, Esq.
Hon. Christian Markey
Richard Maxwell, Esq.
Hon. Dorothy Nelson
Hon. William Norris
Dian D. Ogilvie, Esq.

Michael L. Owen, Esq.
Thomas L. Pfister, Esq.
Hon. Burt S. Pines
Donald C. Randle
Hon. Pamela Ann Rymer
Marvin Sears, Esq.
Susan J. Troy, Esq.
Stuart B.Walzer, Esq.
Daniel H. Willick, Esq.
Justice Arleigh Woods
Peg Yorkin

Emeritus Board of Directors

Executive Staff

Jonathan Estrin
President

Marshall Croddy
Vice President & Assistant 

Secretary of the Board

Jo Ann Burton
Director of Development
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