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Educate. Engage. Empower.



Our Vision 

For a society in which all young people become lifelong, 
knowledgeable, and confident participants in our democracy. 

Our Mission 

Constitutional Rights Foundation (CRF) inspires lifelong civic 
engagement through interactive programs and resources for 
teachers and youth because our democracy depends on 
informed participation by all.
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Civics is and always should be a critical part of every child’s education. Engag-
ing youth to become responsible and active participants in our democracy is a 
foundational role of schools in this country. CRF resources are continually 

evolving to meet new challenges and respond to current events. 

Today, hyper-polarized political discourse and a proliferation of misinformation 
has driven home the need to see civics as a lifelong process of engagement. It pro-
vides the skills and dispositions the nation’s young people need to become active 
stewards of our historic experiment in democratic self-governance. 

In 2022, CRF undertook several new initiatives. 

• It was year one of a three-year Strategic Plan to broaden our national reach,
improve infrastructure and staff support, and improve CRF’s external profile.

• CRF’s Civic Action Project (CAP), a program for students in U.S. government
classes, was used by teachers in all 50 states and reached over 100,000 students.

• Over 500 new teachers registered to the CAP website.

• CRF’s Mock Trial competition engaged over 8,000 California students and
thousands of teachers and volunteers, even as the program was conducted
entirely virtually.

• The United States Supreme Court disseminated a series of decisions, includ-
ing the historic overturning of Roe v. Wade, necessitating new curricula for
teachers in elementary, middle, and high schools throughout the country.

• CRF’s acclaimed quarterly curricular magazine Bill of Rights in Action
brought lessons on U.S. government, U.S. history, and world history free of
charge to some 31,000 educators nationally.

• CRF created new curricula and professional development opportunities – both
virtual and on-site – for teachers as they continued to struggle with a hybrid
of remote and to in-person learning.

• CRF had an open house to celebrate the completion of a renovated head-
quarters building.

We are grateful to our many donors, volunteers, dedicated board members, and 
hard-working staff for this continued work. Above all, we thank the young peo-
ple we serve and the teachers we collaborate with to keep civic education as excit-
ing and relevant as we have always known it to be. 

Darin T. Beffa Amanda Susskind 
Chair President

Darin T. Beffa 

Chair 

Amanda Susskind 

President 

From the Chair and President



Constitutional Rights Foundation is a non-partisan educational nonprofit dedicated to helping our nation’s 
young people understand their rights and responsibilities as members of our democracy and helping them 
become well-informed, engaged, and active citizens. Established 60 years ago, CRF is guided by a dedicated 
board of directors drawn from the worlds of law, business, government, education, and the media. 

CRF’s professional staff includes teachers and educators, lawyers, writers and editors, and youth development 
specialists. Volunteers also provide vital support for many CRF programs and activities and serve as adult role 
models for youthful participants. 

CRF programs include: 

Civic Action Project. In 2022, CRF continued to expand Civic Action Project (CAP), an innovative web-based pro-
gram that provides a dynamic and youth-driven civic experience that features students exploring the connection 
between government, public policy, and social issues that matter to them. Through CAP, students identify an 
issue, problem, or need and complete discrete “civic actions” such as engaging their peers, policymakers, and 
other community stakeholders that enables them to initiate informed and positive change. CAP features a 15-les-
son curriculum linked to state standards; student action-planning tools; and teacher professional development 
including follow-up support for participating classrooms. CAP provides numerous opportunities for teachers to 
implement the proven practices of effective civic learning using CAP’s online lessons, which also satisfies various 
state criteria for students to earn a state seal of civic engagement on their diplomas. 

The annual CAP Expo returned for an in-person event at the California Endowment in Downtown Los 
Angeles. The expo featured 150 middle and high school students presenting the results of their CAP projects. 

CRF staff provided a variety of virtual and in-person professional-development sessions resulting in another 
year of robust registrations to CAP’s online platform and increased program participation. Currently, CAP reg-
istrations include teachers from all 50 states and six continents, including Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, and 
South America.  Outside of the classroom, CAP continued to expand in Florida with the help of our partners 
from the Florida Joint Center for Citizenship at the Boys and Girls Club of Central Florida. 

Evaluation data of CAP’s implementation once again revealed high levels of teacher satisfaction and improved 
civic capacities among students who participated in the CAP program. 

Expanding Horizons Institute. For 27 years, our Expanding Horizons Institute program has provided inten-
sive civic learning and college preparation seminars and work experience in professional settings to almost 
2,000 of Los Angeles’s most deserving and underserved youth. In 2022, we were able to bring back the 
internship component and continued with the virtual educational seminars of the program. Thirty-three stu-
dents participated in the transformative and educational seminars that uniquely prepare them for civic life, 
college, and career. 

What is CRF?
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Talking About Democracy. With a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), CRF created this program 
to bring students from across the United States together to discuss 
the importance of our constitutional rights and democratic ideals. 
Students completed preparatory lessons in their own classes before 
meeting virtually with students from a different type of community (rural, urban, or suburban) to complete 
collaborative assignments. These assignments gave students the opportunity to learn about each other’s 
communities and find common ground. We piloted the program in spring 2022 with eight classrooms across 
six states. In fall 2022 the program was expanded into 17 classrooms. The project brought together over 400 
students from rural, suburban, and urban communities in California, Florida, Iowa, New York, North  
Carolina, and Oklahoma.  

California Mock Trial.  CRF’s Mock Trial is an 
educational competition that teaches young peo-
ple about law, the Constitution, and the trial 
process in a realistic simulation. For 45 years, 
CRF has provided the Los Angeles County Mock 
Trial competition, and for 40 years, CRF has 
developed the case each year for the entire state 
as well as running the statewide competition. In 
this program, young people develop analytical, 
critical-thinking, and presentation skills that pro-
mote their success on their college and career paths. In 2022, over 8,000 students participated across 37 
California counties using CRF’s mock trial case materials. In 2022, we continued with the virtual format of the 
statewide competition in March with 34 teams participating. In the fall, 121 middle and high school teams and 
over 200 attorney and judge volunteers participated in the 2022 Los Angeles County virtual competition. 

Project LEAD. CRF launched this law-related education program in 2014 in partnership with the Los 
Angeles County District Attorney’s Office to teach children about the legal system and positive decision-
making skills. The 20-week curriculum brings prosecutors into the classroom to teach lessons on the social 
and legal consequences of juvenile crimes, such as truancy and illicit drug use, and includes lessons about 
conflict resolution, tolerance, and respect for diversity. The culminating mock trial gives students a hands-
on experience of America’s criminal justice system. In 2022, Project LEAD persevered through the pan-
demic with nearly 121 volunteer facilitators from the L.A. District Attorney’s Office, reaching 63 classes in 
36 elementary schools through online sessions. 

The Police Commissioners Meeting: A Simulation. Since 2020, CRF has partnered with the Los Angeles 
Police Museum to develop a new curricular resource that helps young people understand the function and 

purpose of the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners 
(BOC). In a simulation activity, students explore the role of 
informed citizens as they weigh the equities of policy changes 
intended to improve public safety and foster positive police-
community relations in their communities. The Police Com-
missioners Meeting: A Simulation lesson challenges students 
to examine various law-enforcement scenarios, share policy 
proposals, and evaluate the BOC’s role in deciding policy 
issues related to police work. Piloting of the BOC lesson was 
successfully completed in 2021 and is was launched at school 
sites throughout Los Angeles in 2022. 
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Lawyer in the Classroom. Two CRF ongoing programs provide students throughout Los Angeles County 
with a deeper understanding of the judicial system and its processes by connecting them with members of 
the legal community. 

Courtroom to Classroom brings judge and attorney teams to middle or high school classrooms where 
they engage students with materials designed to support U.S. history and U.S. government courses. In 
the traditional program, attorneys and judges visit a local classroom. The program has expanded to 
include school visits to the United States District Court for the Central District of California where mid-
dle-school students learn about what it’s like to be a federal judge, U.S. marshall, assistant U.S. attor-
ney, and federal public defender. Students then participate in a moot-court activity with help from 
volunteer attorneys and judges. 

The Appellate Court Experience (ACE) provides students with an opportunity to observe oral argu-
ments in a criminal appeal, meet with presiding justices at the California State Court of Appeal, and 
engage in content- rich classroom activities. The ACE program serves students in Los Angeles County, 
Ventura, and Sacramento. 

Educating About Domestic Violence. CRF, with funding from the Inter-Agency Council on Child Abuse and 
Neglect (ICAN) through the Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services, has developed les-
sons that help students examine the issue of domestic violence through the lens of policy for middle and high 
school social studies classes. We have also developed lessons 
about the biology of resilience for middle and high school science 
classes. Both versions culminate with students doing a civic 
action project to reduce violence and build resilience in youth. In 
2022, we provided professional development to over 80 teachers 
on these resources. 

California Three Rs Project. CRF administers this ongoing proj-
ect to educate California’s teachers and administrators about the 
“three Rs” of teaching about freedom of conscience and religious 
literacy in our public schools: rights, responsibility, and respect. 
Using the First Amendment’s establishment clause and free-exer-
cise clause as guides, the project’s advisory council and planning 
committee are comprised of partners from county offices of edu-
cation, nonprofit groups, and religious studies scholars. In 2022, 
CRF maintained the 3Rs website, adding CRF materials on the 
First Amendment and religious literacy. CRF staff also presented 
online professional-development training for teachers and admin-
istrators on the three Rs. 
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Publications. CRF’s signature periodical Bill of Rights in 
Action (“BRIA”) reached over 31,000 educators with four 
new issues to help teachers and students with content- rich, 
standards-based curriculum on U.S. history, world history, 
U.S. government, and current issues. Each lesson includes 
an activity based on the proven practices of effective civic 
education: simulations, small-group discussions, and pro-
ductive deliberation of current issues and controversies. In 
2022, BRIA published lessons on such topics as seditious 
conspiracy and the January 6, 2021, assault on the Capitol; 
Mother Jones and labor history; how federal agen-
cies work; democracy in Indonesia; and the 
global refugee crisis and climate migrants; and 
the democratic-republican rivals of the Aztec 
Empire in Tlaxcalan. 

In a new partnership with the New York Public 
Library’s Center for Educators & Schools (CES), 
CRF published “The Bill of (Twelve) Rights: Con-
tingency and the Constitution.” The article, written 
by CES resident historian Emily Brooks, Ph.D., 
examines the ways that the Constitution could have 
turned out differently and involves students in active 
discussion of primary sources. 

In 2022, CRF’s websites attracted over three 
million visitors to access programs and 
download free lesson plans and classroom 
materials. Educators access our websites for 
Civic Action Project, Educating About Immi-
gration, Educating About Intellectual Prop-
erty, and California Three Rs Project, among 
others, for online resources for social studies 
and civic education. CRF continued adding 
lessons to our latest website feature Civics 
on Call, a one-stop page for classroom-ready 
lessons on issues of the day. 

CRF continues to raise its profile on social 
media, with a steady growth of page likes 
and followers on Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, and LinkedIn. 

_________ 

In 2022, CRF’s 17 staff members were able to plan, develop, and deliver new and ongoing materials and programs, 
guided by a 64-member board of directors and underwritten by an approximately $2.9 million operation. 
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Statement of Unrestricted Activities 
 
For the Year Ending December 31, 2022 

Constitutional Rights Foundation 

Revenue  Unrestricted Operations 

Program Fees                319,943 

Sales of Publications                  13,822 

Contributions                842,433 

Special Events (net Dir. Benefit)            1,029,805 

Gov Grants and Contract Revenue                278,847 

Contributed Material, service and facilities                682,992 

Miscellaneous                  36,614 

Investment income appropriated for operations                185,068 

Total revenues, gains and other support           $ 3,389,524 

Functional Expenses 

Program Services            2,176,319 

Support Services

      Management and general                535,036 

      Fundraising                238,050 

Total Functional Expenses           $ 2,949,405 

Change in Net Assets from Operations                440,119 

Non-operating

Investment Income/(Loss) Net              (643,518)

Investment income appropriated for operations              (185,068)

Total nonoperating  $ (828,586)

Change in Net Assets          $  (388,467)

A copy of the full financial statement and audited financials is available upon request or at crf-usa.org.
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Robert C. Aronoff 

Vikas Arora 

Joseph A. Calabrese 

Knox M. Cologne, III 

Marshall L. Croddy 

Vincent J. Davitt 

Kimberly A. Dunne 

Louis P. Eatman 

Alan V. Friedman 

Hon. Haley J. Fromholz  (Ret.) 

Jonathan M. Gordon 

Nancy Knupfer 

Christopher H. Paskach 

Thomas L. Pfister 

Thomas A. Ryan 

K. Eugene Shutler 

Hon. Marjorie S. Steinberg (Ret.) 

Robert S. Stern 

Legacy Society 
We acknowledge with enormous gratitude those who have pledge to include CRF in their estate planning. 

Since 1990, CRF has been fortunate to receive a 
number of endowments given by people who share 
our passion for civic education and support our 

mission, teaching young people how to be engaged citi-
zens in our democracy.  

CRF acknowledges with enormous gratitude past pres-
idents who established endowments at CRF: Jerome 
C. Byrne, James A. Cobey, and Alan I. Rothenberg; to 
past board members, Jack Stutman and Robert Rosen-
stiel; and to our long-time supporters Phyllis and 
Robert Henigson for their continuing Life Income Gifts. 
We would also like to recognize Dr. Jama Laurent and 
the board of directors of the Creative Kids Foundation 
for establishing an endowment allowing CRF to place 
students as interns in arts organizations in Los Ange-
les. To all of you, a very special thank you. Most of all, 
we would like to send out a loud cheer and celebrate 
our champion of champions, Lloyd M. Smith, who 
throughout his life embodied the highest ideals of 
American democracy and believed in the importance 
that all young people be educated about their consti-
tutional heritage. It was Lloyd who established the CRF 
Endowment Builders Program, ensuring that CRF’s 
mission continue long into the future. 

To all of our friends, supporters, and donors, and to 
those people who have indicated that they will 
remember CRF in their will or by bequest: We thank 
you for your generosity and for the trust you have 
given us. Most important, we thank you on behalf of 
the students of tomorrow who will have opportunities 
to learn about and celebrate our Constitution and its 
Bill of Rights for generations to come. 

Jerome C. Byrne* James A. Cobey*

 Jack Stutman*Robert Rosenstiel*

Lloyd M. and Edith Smith*

Endowment Builders 
Securing the Future for Generations to Come



Constitutional Rights Foundation 
2022 Board of Directors

Executive Staff 
Amanda Susskind 
President 

Keri Doggett 
Vice Presidents

Officers and 
Executive Committee
Darin T. Beffa, Chair 
Beffa Law 

Jason C. Lo, Vice-Chair 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 

Robert A. Sacks, Chief Financial Officer 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 

Nancy R. Thomas, Secretary 
Morrison & Foerster LLP 

Shannon Alexander, Nominating Chair 
NBCUniversal Media, LLP 

Daniel S. Floyd, At-Large 
Sony Pictures Entertainment 

Kate S. Gold, At-Large 
Proskauer Rose LLP 

Jonathan M. Gordon, Education & 

    Program Oversight Chair 
Alston & Bird LLP 

Kimberly A. Dunne, Immediate Past Chair 
Amgen, Inc. 

T. Warren Jackson, At-Large
Signature Resolution, LLC 

Honorable John A. Kronstadt, At-Large 
U.S. District Court 

Angela M. Machala, At-Large 
Winston & Strawn LLP 

Brian R. Michael, 
Development Committee Co-Chair 
King & Spalding, LLP 

Peter B. Morrison, Development Committee 

    Co-Chair
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP 

Douglas A. Thompson, Publications Committee 

     Co-Chair 
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP 

Directors 
Jean-Claude Andre 
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner 

E. Jane Arnault, Ph.D.
Associates of the California Institute of Technology 

Robert C. Aronoff 
Robert C. Aronoff: A Professional Corporation 

Matthew Babrick 
Wealth Manager, First Republic Bank 

Jay Bhimani 
Dechert LLP 

Kelli J. Brooks 
KPMG 

Joseph A. Calabrese (Retired) 
Latham & Watkins LLP 

Manny J. Caixeiro 
Venable LLP 

David A. Carrillo 
California Constitution Center, UC Berkeley 

Sabina Clorfeine 
Southern California Gas Company 

Monisha Coelho 
AlvaradoSmith 

Stephanie A. Collins 
The Aerospace Corporation 

Scott P. Cooper 
Proskauer Rose LLP 

Vincent J. Davitt 
Meylan Davitt Jain & Arevian LLP 

David J. DiMeglio 
Jones Day 

Joseph Duffy 
Morgan Lewis 

J. Mira Hashmall
Miller Barondess LLP 

Sascha Henry 
Sheppard Mullin 

Alan Howard 
Perkis Coie 

Safia Gray Hussain 
Loeb & Loeb LLP 

Angela Izuel 
The Claro Group 

Deepak Jain, Audit Committee Chair 
Alvarez & Marsal Holdings, LLC 

Jennifer L. Keller 
KellerAnderle LLP 

Fadia Rafeedie Khoury 
Southern California Edison 

Elaine Kim 
Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP 

Molly Lens 
O’Melveny & Myers 

Rachel Lowe 
Alston & Bird LLP 

Shahzad Malik 
Nixon & Peabody 

Brian Marler 
Houlihan Lokey 

Amanda Massucci 
Ernst & Young 

Ronald  J. Nessim 
Bird Marella 

Honorable Tara Newman 
Los Angeles County Superior Court 

Becky O’Malley 
B. Riley FInancial 

Christopher H. Paskach 
Retired 

Emil Petrossian 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP 

Patrick G. Rogan 
Rogan Mediation 

David Rodman 
Oracle - NetSuite 

Paul K. Schrieffer 
P.K. Schrieffer LLP 

Alicia Schwarz 
The Walt Disney Company 

Joel Siegel 
Dentons 

Gloria Franke Shaw 
The Walt Disney Company 

K. Eugene Shutler, Publications Co-Chair 
Businessman / Attorney 

Leah E.A. Solomon 
Katten 

Robert S. Stern 
Retired 

Aaron M. Wais 
Mitchell Silberberg Knupp LLP. 

Laura Washington 
Latham & Watkins LLP 

Adam Weiss 
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

     Constitutional Rights Foundation     13    2022 Annual Report



 Check payable to:  Constitutional Rights Foundation      or    Charge:  __Mastercard     __Visa    __American Express 

Name on card:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      

Account number:______________________________________________________________________   Exp.:  _____/_____/______    CVV2#: ____________  

Name:  ________________________________________________________  Company:____________________________________________________________ 

Billing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ________________________________________________________________________________________  State: ________  Zip: ___________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________  E-Mail: ___________________________________________________________________________  

Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ______/______/_______ 

Mail to: Constitutional Rights Foundation Donate Online:  www.crf-usa.org/donate 

601 South Kingsley Dr.      

Los Angeles, CA 90005 

Support Levels: 

[ ] $1,000    [ ] $800    [ ] $500     [ ] $250     [ ] $100      [  ] $75       [ ] $50      [ ] $25 

Other: $___________________ Make my gift recurring: [  ] Quarterly    [ ] Monthly    [  ] Weekly

I would like to support Constitutional Rights Foundation.

Federal Tax ID #:  95-2219680 

All donations are tax deductable.

Emeritus Board of Directors 

Bette Bardeen 

Nestor Barrero 

Ronald Beard 

Hon. William Bogaard (Ret.) 

Alan N. Braverman 

Robert Carlson 

E. Todd Clark

Jerome Coben
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James De Meules

Louis P. Eatman

Dr. Philip Fagan

Joel Feuer

Alan V. Friedman

Hon. Haley Fromholz (Ret.)

Gregory Gelfan

Hon. Ronald George (Ret.) 

Stephen N. Goldberg 

Hon. Terry Hatter 

Roderick Hills 

Laurence Hutt 

Jane Jelenko 

Joseph Keller  

Richard Kolodny 

David Laufer 

Leslie Lobaugh 

Lloyd Loomis 

Sharon Matsumoto 

Hon. Dorothy Nelson 

Dian Ogilvie 

Michael Owen 

Thomas Pfister 

Hon. Burt Pines (Ret.) 

Donald Randle 

Lisa Rockwell 

Alan I. Rothenberg 

Marvin Sears 

W. Davis Smith

Hon. Marjorie Steinberg (Ret.)

Gregory Stone

Gail Migdal Title

Susan J. Troy

John Vandevelde

Daniel Willick

Hon. Arleigh Woods (Ret.)*
Peg Yorkin

* Deceased
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