










Guns and School Safety 

What Is the Best 
Way Forward? 

A Civic Simulation 



The Importance of Context 

Fill in the Blank  

After the 2008 Housing / Financial Crisis 
the Federal Reserve printed trillions of 
dollars to __________ the economy.  

❖ Help 
❖ Fix 
❖ Strengthen 
❖ Boost 

 



Importance of Context 

Fill in the Blank 

During WWII the Nazis printed billions of 
British Pounds to _________ the English 
economy. 

❖ Hurt  
❖ Undermine 
❖ Damage  
❖ Destroy 

 
 



Key Ingredients 

➤ Structured Academic 
Controversy (text carefully 
read and both sides of topic 
presented) 

➤ Students take on particular 
roles  

➤ Discussion is completed in 
small groups  

➤ Entire class debriefs 



EXPERI
ENCE 

THE 
LESSON 

“Guns and School Safety: 
What is the Best Way 

Forward?” 








Article Read 

5 
member

s 

5 
member

s 

5 
member

s 

5 
member

s 

5 
member

s 

Committees 
Discuss 

One person from each group presents 



Lesson Flow  

1. I Introduced and provided context 
2. Class read the article  

• I chose to read the beginning of the article 
• Students took turns volunteering to read the rest 
• They had 1 minute to answer each of the guiding questions  
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